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With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions in the first half the year, Consulting Surveyors SA 
has now ramped up operations and have been busy holding 2 seminar / workshops, along 
with a range of other initiatives that are underway.  

The first event in March was kindly hosted by Masterplan and provided members with a 
valuable insight into the interpretation and operation of the Planning and Development 
Code as it relates to land division applications. Several “real world” examples were 
discussed to highlight where some of the more obscure planning criteria may impact on 
such assessments.  

Our second event was our introduction to Professional Practice and Professional Fees. This 
was the first in a 3-part series aimed at providing members and surveyors with background 
to what is a professional and the attiributes that separate discplines like surveying from 
ordinary business activities. In coming sessions we intend to discuss the tools necessary to 
properly assess the overheads and expenses of professional firms that are used in 
calculating hourly rates toward how professional fees are determined.  Finally, we intend to 
bring the resources to members, in the form of a guide, and associated programs that they 
can use in their own professional practices. We stress this program is not aimed at telling 
people what to charge, rather providing the means for them to determine what they should 
charge as a highly skilled professional practitiioner. 
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Michael Pohl introducing Victoria Shute to speak on “What is a Professional” 

 We have pleasure in announcing that we have appointed a new Administration Support 
Officer, Marie Cunningham  to replace Sharon Medlow-Smith. Marie has 16 years’ 
experience running her own practice in representing a number of associations and 
organisations in this capacity. Marie worked previously at Business SA with Tim Mee, who 
many of you will remember was our Executive Officer during our old Association of 
Consulting Surveyors SA days. We look forward to working with Marie who brings her own 
flavour of skills and experience to the fold.  

REVIEW OF THE SURVEY AWARD 2020 

The first meeting of interested collaborators around Australia has taken place to discuss the 
review process and the legal framework by which any changes to the Award will take place. 
It is quite a complex process and by necessity will involve several unions who the Industrial 
Relations Commission will seek input from.  

We have generated a suggested 6 level classification structure for discussion purposes and 
this will need some development in order to demonstrate its merits.  

When more information comes to hand we will keep members informed as what is taking 
place. If you have any input to this process, please contact us. 
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UPCOMING EVENT SCHEDULE 

We have had some discussion collectively with SSSI and Surveyors Board about greater 
opportunities to collaborate and offer a more integrated CPD program for surveyors. This 
will be an ongoing item and it is intended to have more regular catch ups on this.  

As previously advised, the planner will be updated as these activities are locked in. 

CSSA EVENT CALENDAR 2021     

DATE CSSA EVENT EVENT TYPE DURATION 
(HRS) 

DEFERRED DUE 
TO COVID 

RESTRICTIONS 

THE PI CLAIMS MANAGEMENT 
PROCESS / PROFESSIONAL 

STANDARDS SCHEME 
Seminar 3 

WED 
15/9/2021 

SESSION 2 – PROFESSIONAL 
FEES – What does it cost to run 

a professional consultancy? 
Seminar 3 

WED 
13/10/2021  AGM - CSSA   Meeting 2 

WED 
17/11/2021 

REVISIT LEGISLATION ASPECTS -
SESSION 1 Seminar 2 

WED 
15/12/2021 XMAS DRINKS Social 2 

 

WEBSITE UPDATES 

CSSA has made a number of additions and updates to our website in recent months. These 
provide greater information relevant to what Consulting Surveyors do and why you should 
use one. Please have look and provide some feedback to us. It is intended later to feature a 
“members’ only” area where you will find specific resources and information relevant to 
your business. 

 

 


